
 

A new Loss Prevention Standard - LPS 1505 - which aims to raise performance and 

protection of roofing systems exposed to the spread of fire from a nearby blaze has been 

launched by LPCB (part of BRE Global).  

Fires on or near roofs are not uncommon and are often the starting point for a fire that can 

threaten an entire home or commercial premises. A correctly installed and third-party 

certificated roofing system can assist in managing this fire risk.  

LPS 1505 (Requirements for the LPCB Approval and Listing of external fire performance for 

roofing products) specifies the requirements for the evaluation and testing for LPCB approval 

and classification of roofing systems exposed to external fire.  

Flame Spread and Penetration 

Currently, a roof system is assessed by testing representative specimens of the roof 

construction to BS476-3:2004 – Fire tests on buildings materials and structures Part 3: 

Classification and method of test for external fire exposure to roofs.  

BS 476-3 includes testing and classification for both the spread of flame over the surface of 

the roof and fire penetration through the roof system. The introduction of the European test 

standard for roof systems TS 1187 which will be published in the near future will change the 

external fire performance classification of roofing systems. This new standard comprises of 4 

different fire test methods. For UK regulatory purposes, test method 4 will be used which is 

based on BS 476-3 but will classify roofing systems and products based on their fire 

penetration performance only.  

The introduction of LPS1505 for the approval of roofing products and systems will enable 

them to continue to be classified as AA (highest class - first letter relates to fire penetration 

and second letter relates to flame spread) or AB, depending on them satisfactorily meeting 

the performance requirements. 

‘The UK insurance industry has expressed a preference for a classification system that takes 

account of flame spread as well as fire penetration in order to limit the extent of fire damage,’ 

says Tony Baker, LPCB’s Certification Scheme Manager for Passive Fire Protection. ‘TS 

1187 will soon be published and will become mandatory for roofing systems placed on the 

UK market from July 2013 when the Construction Products Regulation enters into force,  



replacing the British Standard. LPS 1505 will continue to provide classifications, based on 

BS476-3:2004 into the future that UK insurers and specifiers are familiar with, and which 

meets their property protection requirements for both spread of flame and penetration. As 

part of the LPS 1505 scheme, manufacturers of approved products will also be able to 

declare conformity with the requirements of European class BROOF(t4).” 

‘‘The new LPS 1505 will allow approval of AA and AB classified roofing systems. In addition, 

the Loss prevention Standard, together with the supporting scheme document (SD198), now 

provides guidance for the minimum test programme, field of application and auditing ’ says 

Tony Baker. 

Third Party Approval 

Building regulations focus on reducing risks to life of people in and around buildings; 

however  for the purposes of reducing the  risks to property and business, higher 

performance specifications may be required by, for example, insurers.  

LPS 1505 requires initial type testing and ongoing audit testing of the product supported by 

factory production control audits to establish consistent quality of production. Approval is 

used by manufacturers to differentiate their products in the market place and to demonstrate 

confidence in their production process. However, as with any product, its performance is 

also dependent on the quality of installation. Approved installers (e.g. LPS 1531 - 

Requirements for the LPCB Approval and Listing of Companies installing or applying passive 

fire protection products) who have been properly trained to carry out the installation of 

roofing products and systems should be used. 

To find out more about third party certification and its benefits please visit the website at: 

www.RedBookLive.com  

For more information 

Tony Baker 
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Notes for Editors  

BRE Global Limited (incorporating LPCB & BREEAM) is an independent third party 

approvals body offering certification of fire, security and sustainability products and services 

to an international market.  
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BRE Global Limited is custodian of the brands: 

- LPCB for the approval of fire and security products and services, listed in the Red 

Book 

- BREEAM the world's leading environmental assessment method for buildings, 

sets the standard for best practice in sustainable design and has become the  

       de-facto measure of a building's environmental performance. 

 

BRE Global’s mission is to ‘Protect People, Property and the Planet’ and is part of the BRE 

Group under the BRE Trust, the registered research and education charity. For further 

information please contact: BRE Global, Garston, Watford, WD25 9XX, Tel: 01923 664100, 

Fax: 01923 664910, Email: enquiries@breglobal.com or visit www.breglobal.com  

 

Please contact BRE Global  (E: enquiries@breglobal.co.uk T: + 44 (0)1923 664100) if 
you are reading this press release past the issue date, for an update on specific 
product or service content.    
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