
 

A fire safe future for all 

Fire is well known for its devastating impacts on people, property and the environment. Fire 

and rescue services typically attend over 275,000 fires per year in the UK and in 2010-11, 

these fires resulted in the deaths of 388 people, with a further 11,100 injuries.   

Fire also has significant financial consequences. A report published last year showed that 

there was £8.3 billion worth of direct fire losses in 2008 alone. Fires in public buildings also 

cause significant indirect financial losses and the interruption to the provision of public 

services.  

Like most aspects of modern life, fire safety is not a static discipline and developments in the 

design, construction and use of buildings, as well as new materials and technology 

continually present new challenges to fire safety. Fortunately, the results of fire 

investigations together with modelling can really help to improve understanding of fire safety 

and over time, findings get incorporated in the guidance which accompanies the Building 

Regulations.  

Over recent years, occupants’ increasing desire for more efficient and uplifting public spaces 

has led to buildings becoming larger, more open and altogether more complex. This has 

meant that in order for buildings to be adequately protected, fire safety must be addressed at 

the design stage. 

The design of new buildings is subject to the Building Regulations and in particular the 

guidance in Approved Document B (ADB). This provides for the incorporation of means for 

the detection of fires, evacuation of people from fires as well as controls in the fire behaviour 

of building linings.  

To ensure that the effects of fires are limited, there is also provision for the fire resistance of 

structures and compartments and access and facilities for the Fire and Rescue Service. New 

building designs are approved by Local Authority Building Control or Approved Inspectors (in 

consultation with Fire and Rescue Services). 



The primary objective of the Building Regulations is the safety of people in and around 

buildings. This means that they do not explicitly consider the financial risks from fire or 

mission continuity. To assist in the process, LPCB (part of BRE Global) produces Loss 

Prevention Standards (LPS’s) that have been developed to reduce the extent of property 

damage and the consequential losses.  

In order to ensure that the larger and more complex buildings are protected, the required fire 

precautions are normally identified through a process of Fire Engineering (to BS 7974 

Application of fire safety engineering principles to the design of buildings. Code of practice) .  

Fire Engineering often develops a fire solution for a building that is different to that in ADB 

and will incorporate different evacuation strategies and fire precautions such as sprinklers 

and smoke extraction systems. 

Whether a building is designed using ADB or Fire Engineering, it is crucial that the fire 

precautions incorporated into the buildings work when they are needed – when a fire occurs. 

Specifying fire protection products and systems installed and maintained by an approved 

independent third-party, such as LPCB is one way to achieve this. 

Another important consideration relates to the way in which a building is used and managed 

once it has been occupied. This is facilitated by the undertaking of a fire risk assessment 

under the Fire Safety Order 2005.  

A fire risk assessment considers the fire hazards in a building (it’s combustible contents, 

ignition sources and oxygen) as well as the people at risk from fire. These factors are then 

assessed in the context of the physical fire precautions and fire procedures that are in place 

in the building. Fire risk assessments are audited by Fire and Rescue Services. For public 

buildings, it is also essential that financial risks and mission continuity are also assessed 

during a fire risk assessment. 

For more information please contact Professor David Charters: chartersd@bre.co.uk   

A list of all LPSs and details of approved products and services can be found at: 

www.redbooklive.com   

Notes for Editors  

BRE Global Limited (incorporating LPCB & BREEAM) is an independent third party 

approvals body offering certification of fire, security and sustainability products and services 

to an international market.  
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BRE Global Limited is custodian of the brands: 

- LPCB for the approval of fire and security products and services, listed in the Red 

Book 

- BREEAM the world's leading environmental assessment method for buildings, 

sets the standard for best practice in sustainable design and has become the  

       de-facto measure of a building's environmental performance. 

 

BRE Global’s mission is to ‘Protect People, Property and the Planet’ and is part of the BRE 

Group under the BRE Trust, the registered research and education charity. For further 

information please contact: BRE Global, Garston, Watford, WD25 9XX, Tel: 01923 664100, 

Fax: 01923 664910, Email: enquiries@breglobal.com or visit www.breglobal.com  

 

Please contact BRE Global  (E: enquiries@breglobal.co.uk T: + 44 (0)1923 664100) if 

you are reading this press release past the issue date, for an update on specific 
product or service content.    
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